
Do Now:

• Do you know your social security 
number?

• YES – Do NOT share your SSN 
with anyone

• No – Write your name and student 
ID number on a post-it note.  A 
counselor will try to help.

• Scan QR code for Bright Futures 
Student Evaluation Key



Financial Aid
Beachside High School Counselors



FYI – FCTC Showcase Field Trip

• When:  Thursday, November 2; 
during the school day

• What:  An event to learn more about 
the programs at First Coast 
Technical College.

• How do you sign up:  Go see your 
school counselor during lunch to get 
a field trip form.  Forms must be 
turned in by 10/20

Available programs:
• Automotive
• Cosmetology
• Culinary Arts
• Diesel
• Dental Assisting
• Practical Nursing
• Heating, Vent, A/C
• Aircraft Fabrication
• Landscape and Turf Management
• Plant Nursery Management
• Medical Assisting
• EMT/Paramedic
• Firefighter
• Welding



FYI – College Application Help Sessions

• October 20

• 6th and 7th Periods 

• If you are on modified, check in with 
Ms. Houser at front office

• Media Center

• Fill out form to attend session by 
October 17 -
https://forms.office.com/r/7YSYRUL
yyJ 

• October 30 – With UCF Rep

• 6th and 7th Periods 

• If you are on modified, check in with 
Ms. Houser at front office

• Media Center

• Fill out form to attend session by 
October 25 -
https://forms.office.com/r/Dd4h2KD
ci6 

https://forms.office.com/r/7YSYRULyyJ
https://forms.office.com/r/7YSYRULyyJ
https://forms.office.com/r/Dd4h2KDci6
https://forms.office.com/r/Dd4h2KDci6


Bright Futures Student Evaluation Information

• Section 1
• Make sure your name is correct

• You must send your ACT and SAT scores to a public Florida University for it to show up 
on your evaluation.  If you took the ACT or SAT after 9/27/2023 then it won’t be on this 
evaluation.  

• You must turn in all service or work hours directly to Ms. Davis in the 2nd floor office for 
service hours to show up on your evaluation.  You need 100 hours for the scholarship 
that pays the most money.

• Section 2
• Three columns for three award levels.  You can see what you are missing in each column.

• Section 3
• This is your transcript data that Bright Futures uses to evaluate your GPA.  Remember, 

Bright Futures calculates GPA differently than high schools.  If you want to bring up your 
BF GPA, retake any classes you earned a D or F in on FLVS



Reviewing your post-secondary options

Credential or Certificate

• Community/State College; example – FSCJ, SJRSC, J-Tech 

• Examples of careers: automotive, welding, HVAC, cosmetology, EMS, fire fighting, 

State College – (Two-Year, Associate Degree) – SJRCS, FSCJ, TCC, Valencia, Santa Fe

• AS Degree – Two-year degree then straight into the workforce

• Examples of careers: nursing, air traffic controller, dental hygienist, radiological tech, IT

• AA Degree – Two-year degree that transfers to a four-year college/university to earn Bachelor’s Degree

Four Year College or University (Four-Year, Bachelor’s Degree)

• Master’s Degree  - Can be obtained after Bachelor’s Degree

• Doctorate Degree - Can be obtained after Master’s Degree

Military

• Must take ASVAB



What is Financial Aid?

• Grants (you don’t have to pay back)
• Loans (you DO have to pay back)
• Scholarships (you don’t have to pay back)
• Work-Study (you don’t have to pay back)

Financial aid is ANY Resource that can help you pay for college.

• Tuition
• Books
• Room & Board
• Supplies
• Transportation

You can use financial aid to help pay for:



Four Ways to Apply for Financial Aid

FEDERAL STUDENT 
AID (FAFSA)

FLORIDA FINANCIAL 
AID (FFAA, AKA 

“BRIGHT FUTURES”)

INSTITUTIONAL 
FINANCIAL AID

SCHOLARSHIPS



Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

• Who should apply?

• EVERYONE who wants to go to any type of school after high school

• When should you apply?

• December of your senior year AND in October of every year after that while enrolled in college (check with your college 
for specific deadlines)

• What does this application cover?

• Grants, Loans, and Work-Study provided by the Federal Government

• What do you need?

• Your social security number, parents’ social security number, your driver’s license number (if you have one), alien 
registration number (if you are not a US citizen), federal tax information, tax documents, or tax returns, including W-2 
information for you, and your parents, records of untaxed income for you and your parents, information on cash and 
investments

• How do you apply?

• Go to https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Changes to the FAFSA form for 2024-25



Florida Financial Aid

• Who should apply?
• EVERYONE

• When should you apply?
• Application opens October 1

• What does this application cover?
• Grants and Scholarships provided by the State Government, including Bright Futures

• What do you need?
• Helpful hints guide located here:  https://www-bhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-

content/uploads/sites/4/2023/10/FFAA-Helpful-Hints-Class-of-2024.pdf 

• How do you apply?
• Go to http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ 

https://www-bhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2023/10/FFAA-Helpful-Hints-Class-of-2024.pdf
https://www-bhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2023/10/FFAA-Helpful-Hints-Class-of-2024.pdf
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) and Florida 
Medallion Scholars (FMS) Award Requirements

100% of 
tuition 
and 
specific 
fees

75% of 
tuition 
and 
specific 
fees



Snapshot of Bright Futures

You must apply by submitting the Florida Financial Aid Application

The scholarship will renew automatically every year if the student maintains the required GPA and 
credit hours

Seniors should try to meet all Bright Futures requirements by the end of FIRST semester

You must have all service/work hours turned in by graduation

ACT and SAT exams taken through August 31, 2024 will be accepted for evaluation purposes. You must 
send your ACT and SAT scores to a public Florida University for it to show up on your evaluation



What should seniors do NOW to qualify for 
Bright Futures?

Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application today

Review your Bright Futures student evaluation report that was given to you today

If you see any errors on section 3, notify your school counselor immediately

Take note of what is ‘missing’ to qualify for each award

Take steps to improve your Bright Futures GPA if it is borderline

Submit any remaining service hours/work hours by winter break

Take or re-take the ACT or SAT and report your scores to a Florida public university



Bright Futures Early Evaluation

Students cannot lose an award based on early evaluation unless they fail to earn 
a standard Florida high school diploma from a Florida public or 
FDOE-registered private high school.

Early Evaluation is based on: 

• Required coursework and GPA through 7th semester (1st sem of senior year)

• Coursework in progress for 8th semester (2nd sem of senior year)

• Service hours earned through January 31

• Test scores for tests taken through January 31 

• Transcripts should be submitted within 30 days of the end of each semester 
(SJCSD will submit all senior transcripts to Bright Futures automatically)



Bright Futures Final Evaluation

Final Evaluation is based on: 

• All required coursework and GPA completed by high school graduation

• Service hours completed by high school graduation

• Test scores for all tests taken through August 31 of high school 
graduation year

• High school graduation date associated with earning a standard high 
school diploma

• Transcripts should be submitted within 30 days of the end of each 
semester (SJCSD will submit all senior transcripts to Bright Futures 
automatically)



Eligibility Notifications for Senior Year

Upon creation of a Student Account, students will receive a User Name 
and Password.

Students must check their online account for award notices – students 
are responsible for keeping their demographic information 
updated and tracking their application and award status.

Office of Student Financial Aid will post official award eligibility or 
ineligibility determinations to student online accounts.



Institutional Financial Aid

• Who should apply?

• Talk to the college/university financial aid office to determine what programs you will qualify for

• When should you apply?

• Contact college/university as every school has different deadlines

• What does this application cover?

• Grants and Scholarships provided by the University or College

• What do you need?

• Usually, the FAFSA must be filled out first but contact the college/university to find out more 
information

• How do you apply?

• College and Universities generally have a separate application process for financial aid



Example of 
Institutional 
Financial Aid - 
SJRSC

This application is for 200 
scholarships



Scholarships

• Who should apply?

• EVERYONE 

• When should you apply?

• Now and continue searching for scholarships even when you’re in college

• What do you need?

• Academic history, letter(s) of recommendation, essay(s), scholarship application, ACT and SAT scores

• How do you find scholarships?

• https://www-bhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/ 

• https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search

• https://www.raise.me/join/5778868440

• https://www.fastweb.com/

• https://finaid.org/scholarships/

• Parents’ Employers

• Civic and church organizations

https://www-bhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
https://www.raise.me/join/5778868440
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://finaid.org/scholarships/


Scholarships on the BHS website



Scholarship Tips

Start searching for scholarships early and continue searching throughout college.

Apply to EVERY scholarship for which you are eligible.

Essays can be reused and tailored for each new application.

Review your social media accounts and remove inappropriate material.

Make sure you have an appropriate e-mail address.



Scholarships – Get Organized!

• Make a list of deadlines and don’t miss them

• Keep a folder/file/binder with everything that is needed to apply for 
multiple scholarships.

• ACT/SAT/PERT scores

• High school transcript (request one from Naviance)

• Letters of recommendation, if needed (because you may be able to use one 
for multiple scholarships)

• Resume of activities, community service, and leadership roles

• Essays (because you may be able to use one essay for multiple scholarships)  



Scholarships – Beware of Scams

• NEVER pay for scholarships or searches. 

• Scholarships are never guaranteed. 

• Feel too good to be true? Do more research and ask around. 

• Trust your instinct. 

• Scholarships are gifts; they never have to be repaid. 

• Don’t give out bank account, credit card, or social security information.



Let’s apply for Florida Financial Aid together …

• Grab a laptop, log in, and go to 
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ 

• The helpful hints guide is a step-by-step guide that will help you with 
every single question.  Do not take it with you.

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/


Questions?
Open office hours during your lunch
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