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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
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Bright Futures Scholarship Program Awards

Students may receive funding for ONE of the award 
levels:

• Florida Academic Scholars Award (FAS)

• Florida Medallion Scholars Award (FMS)

• Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)

• Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) 
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Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) and
Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS) 
Award Requirements 
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▪ Refer to the Bright Futures 
Course Table for information 
on courses that count 
toward FAS/FMS 
requirements. 
https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFI
EHS/Course/Comprehensive
Course 

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse
https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse
https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse
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Bright Futures Course Table (BFCT)
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https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse
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Grade Point Average
Evaluation for Bright Futures includes an unrounded, 
weighted high school Grade Point Average (GPA) 
(calculated to two decimal places) in the 16 college-
preparatory credits. 

The following courses are weighted .25 per semester 
course or .50 per year course in calculation of the 
GPA:

• Honors

• Dual Enrollment

• Advanced Placement (AP)

• Pre-International Baccalaureate (Pre-IB)

• International Baccalaureate (IB)

• Pre-Advance International Certificate of Education 
(Pre-AICE)

• Advance International Certificate of Education 
(AICE)

http://www.fldoe.org/
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College Entrance Exams (ACT®/CLT®/SAT®)

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

SAT, ACT, and CLT Testing Dates 
and Information
SAT Test Dates & Registration Deadlines
ACT Test Date & Registration Deadlines
CLT Test Date & Registration Deadlines

VERY IMPORTANT – Students will be evaluated for Bright Futures based on 
official test scores from the FDOE repository. To ensure Office of Student 
Financial Assistance obtains official test scores: Ensure demographics on 
your test registration and high school transcript match; and request your 
official test scores be sent to one of Florida’s 12 state universities when 
registering for the ACT and/or SAT.

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/dates-deadlines
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.cltexam.com/tests/clt/
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Service Hours
• Students are responsible for submitting 

documentation of paid work hours or service hours.

• Students are allowed to combine paid work hours 
and community service hours to count towards the 
requirement for the Bright Futures Scholarship.

• Make a copy of all completed forms for your records.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Paystub or Letter Reflection Log
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Service Hours

• Student provides letterhead or pay stub 
and reflection log to Ms. Fortier with all required 
signatures included.

• Please allow 1-2 weeks for hours to be 
updated.  Students may check their hours by logging 
in to HAC and clicking on the registration tab.

• Work hours beyond 100 hours WILL NOT be recorded 
in HAC. 

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/guidance/wp-content/uploads/sites/142/2022/07/New-Bright-Futures-Community-Service-Form-St.-Johns-Final.pdf
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Other Ways to Qualify 

Students who have demonstrated academic merit 
through a recognition program may be eligible for Bright 
Futures without having to meet one or more of the 
requirements. 
Note: Both AICE and IB Diplomas must be earned prior to high school graduation.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
Award Requirements 

• 3.0 GPA in the non-elective high school courses;

• 3 full Career and Technical Education credits; (On-the-job training 
may not be substituted for any of the three required career credits)

• 3.5 unweighted GPA in the Career and Technical Education 
credits;

• Achieve the required minimum score on the ACT®, SAT® or PERT 
exams (see table); and

•30 volunteer service hours, 100 paid work hours, or the 
combination of both for 100 total hours.

o Note: 75 hours of volunteer service hours will be required for students entering 
grade 9 in the 2024-2025 school year and thereafter.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
Award Requirements (Continued)

Required minimum score table:

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)

GSV Scholars awards may only be used at 
postsecondary institutions that offer: 

• Applied Technology Diploma 

• Technical Degree Education Program (associate in 
applied science or associate in science) 

• Career Education Certificate Program 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

9TH GRADE
• Keep up with course work and 

establish a good high school GPA.

• Get involved in your school and 
community. 

• Submit service/paystub hours and 
reflection log to Ms. Fortier in the 
School Counseling Office in Building 1

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

10TH GRADE

• Keep up with course work and maintain a 
good GPA.

• Seek out community service 
opportunities.

• Submit service hours to Ms. Fortier in the 
School Counseling office, Building 1.

• Begin researching colleges. 

• Begin planning for next year’s courses 
with college and Bright Futures in mind.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

11TH GRADE
• Keep up with course work and maintain a 

good GPA.

• Check service/work hours in HAC. You should 
have at least 100 hours by now.

• Submit service hours to Ms. Fortier in the 
School Counseling office, Building 1.

• Schedule meetings with college 
representatives and ask questions about 
financial aid and Bright Futures.

• Begin planning for next year’s courses with 
college and Bright Futures in mind.

• Take CLT, SAT or ACT and send scores to a 
Florida public university.

• Uni

http://www.fldoe.org/
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What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

11th/ 12TH GRADE

• Review your Bright Futures Report. 

• See your school counselor if there are any 
errors on your transcript.

• Take note of what is “Missing” to qualify for 
each award.

• Take steps to improve your Bright Futures 
GPA if it is borderline.

• Submit any remaining service hours by the 
end 7th semester.

• Take or re-take CLT, SAT or ACT and report 
your scores to a Florida public university.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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What should 
students do 

now to 
qualify for a 

Bright 
Futures 

Scholarship?

12TH GRADE

• APPLY!
• APPLY ON OCTOBER 1ST!
• DO NOT WAIT TO APPLY!
• Seniors will receive help with the FFAA 

at the financial aid seminars through 
ELA classes.

• Students do not have to be eligible for 
Bright Futures to apply. You can apply 
now and become eligible by graduation.

• You will NOT be eligible if you do not 
APPLY!

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Evaluation Periods 

• There are two evaluation periods:

• Early Evaluation 

• Final Evaluation

• Transcripts should be submitted within 30 days of 
the end of each semester

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Early Evaluation 

Students cannot lose an award based on early 
evaluation unless they fail to earn a standard Florida 
high school diploma from a Florida public or 
FDOE-registered private high school.

Early Evaluation is based on: 

• Required coursework and GPA through 7th semester

• Coursework in progress for 8th semester 

• Volunteer Service, or Paid Work hours earned 
through January 31

• Test scores for tests taken through January 31 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Final Evaluation 

Final Evaluation is based on: 

• All required coursework and GPA completed by 
high school graduation

• Volunteer service/paid work hours completed by 
graduation.

• Test scores for all tests taken through August 31 of 
high school graduation year

• High school graduation date associated with 
earning a standard high school diploma

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Eligibility Notification

• Upon creation of a Student Account, students will receive a 
User Name and Password.

• Students must check their online account for award notices 
– students are responsible for keeping their demographic 
information updated and tracking their application and 
award status.

• OSFA will post official award eligibility or ineligibility 
determinations to student online accounts.

• Students awarded AICE or IB Diplomas will receive 
notifications of eligibility determination in early fall after the 
list of AICE and IB Diploma recipients has been received. 
These students must have filled out the FFAA no later than 
August 31 to receive the award.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Award Amounts 

• FAS scholars attending a public institution will receive 
an award to cover 100% of tuition (NOT room and 
board) and specific fees. 

• FMS scholars attending a public institution will receive 
an award to cover 75% of tuition (NOT room and board) 
and specific fees. 
• FMS students attending a Florida College System institution 

(28 State/Community Colleges) who enroll in an associate 
degree program will receive an award to cover 100% of 
tuition and specific fees.   

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Award Amounts (Continued)

• FAS and FMS students attending a nonpublic institution will 
receive a comparable amount as noted in the Private Award 
Chart accessible through the Bright Futures Student 
Handbook, Chapter 2, page 4 
https://www.FloridaStudentFinancialAidsg.org/PDF/BFHand
bookChapter2.pdf

• For the GSC and GSV awards, students will receive the 
specified award amounts established annually by the Florida 
Legislature in the General Appropriations Act.

• For current year award amounts, visit 
https://www.FloridaStudentFinancialAidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/
SAPBFMAIN and click on award amounts (BFFAS/BFFMS 
Private)

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter2.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFHandbookChapter2.pdf
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
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St. Johns River State College 
is proud to host FAFSA Frenzy

Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the first and most 
important step in applying for financial aid.

Monday, October 5
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
SJR State Palatka 
Campus

Tuesday, October 6
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
SJR State Orange 
Park Campus

Thursday, October 8
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
SJR State St. Augustine 
Campus

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

www.FLDOE.org

© 2021, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

http://www.fldoe.org/

	Slide 1: Florida Bright Futures  Scholarship Program Initial Eligibility
	Slide 2: State Scholarship and Grant Programs 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program 
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Bright Futures Scholarship Program Awards
	Slide 7: Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) and Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)  Award Requirements 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Grade Point Average
	Slide 12: College Entrance Exams (ACT®/CLT®/SAT®)
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Service Hours
	Slide 20
	Slide 21: Service Hours
	Slide 22: Other Ways to Qualify 
	Slide 23: Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) Award Requirements 
	Slide 24: Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) Award Requirements (Continued)
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
	Slide 27: What should students do now to qualify for a Bright Futures Scholarship?
	Slide 28: What should students do now to qualify for a Bright Futures Scholarship?
	Slide 29: What should students do now to qualify for a Bright Futures Scholarship?
	Slide 30: What should students do now to qualify for a Bright Futures Scholarship?
	Slide 31: What should students do now to qualify for a Bright Futures Scholarship?
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Evaluation Periods 
	Slide 35: Early Evaluation 
	Slide 36: Final Evaluation 
	Slide 37: Eligibility Notification
	Slide 38: Award Amounts 
	Slide 39: Award Amounts (Continued)
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42

